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Training in the Democracy of Jesus,
in the Church School

HUGH ROBERT ORR, M. A.*

One great vision seems to have been ever present in the mind of
Jesus. It gave him the objective for his own life; it gave him faith
in the future of the race. This vision, or ideal, which, more than any-
thing else, unifies His teaching and interprets for us His message, was
phrased by Him as the "Kingdom of God." Of course a kingdom is a
kingdom of people, therefore, a society, a social order. It was not a
kingdom place where people were to go. It was a kingdom condition,
a spiritual order which society was to receive and make effective. Nor
was it postponed to some date in the far distant future for it had al-
ready begun to be and was then at hand, even "in the midst" of them.
It was not a consummated achievement as yet, however; it was as the
mustard seed, still quite insignificant in comparison with other king-
doms but it was a thing of life, possessed of infinite capacities, and it
would grow in the midst of them until it should become the greatest
kingdom in all the world's garden of kingdoms. It should be a society
of nations, a brotherhood of peoples, recognizing the fraternity of men
and the fatherhood of God.

It was not as easy to conceive of a world society nineteen hundred
years ago as it is in this day of a league of nations. It was only a
prophet among prophets who could see such a vision. It took great
faith to believe in it, this permanent social order toward which all
peoples are tending and which must come in time to its full realization
as a direct necessity of the social evolution of the race. For the perfect
fruition of the Kingdom of God is as much a part of the cosmic order
as is the ripening of the harvest or the development of a species.

It was not Jesus' aim to propose or inaugurate such a kingdom but
to announce it, to point it out to men as already existing among them
in its immature state. It was His chosen mission to help make straight
the way for its fuller coming. A race, like a child, learns painfully,
slowly, without a teacher. Mankind, en masse, learns slowly, painfully,
makes long and circuitous sojourns in the wilderness of blind exper-
ience, and so from time to time God raises up prophets, men born out
of due time, who see afar the vistas of the promised land and would
lead the wandering races in a less circuitous route and make straight
the way toward the better day. The prophet is the one who speeds up
the slow selective process of evolution. He is out of time with his day
but he is in time with the morrow. By necessity he is somewhat a
revolutionist, and, some times, a revolution is but a thousand years of
evolution crowded into a day.

*Mr. Orr is the Director of Religious Education in the Emory Methodist Church of
Pittsburg.
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272 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Jesus preached, labored and died for the cause of the Kingdom of
God". If this is true, then the Christian Church must find its mission in
the same cause, the building of the social order that effects the will of
God among men. Such a conception lifts the program of the church
up out of the slough of dogmatism, sectarianism and mere institution-
alism and relates it at heart to all those dreams and movements and
social phenomena that have brought nearer and nearer the acceptable
year of the Lord, the day of mutual understanding and enlightened
sympathy among all the races of the earth, the democracy of God. For
democracy is not a form of government. I t is a spirit. It is "the con-
scious social effort to found society on the basis of ethics."

Buddhism proposes to save the individual by isolating him from
the world. Christianity proposes to save the world by socializing the
individual. The Buddhist seeks a religious experience that gives him
peace and ecstacy and enables him to forget the struggling races. The
Christian has a vision of a new heaven and a new earth wherein dwelleth
righteousness and he is fired with a zeal to realize that vision for man-
kind, even though his way lead to Golgotha.

If such is the mission of the church then it is through the church and
its agencies that leadership must be trained for the task. The church
school must actually be a school of training in the Democracy of Jesus,
which necessitates a program that shall aim not only at imparting in-
formation, but shall really give the youth actual experience in Christian
democratic living.

Let us look into the method of Jesus. He was a teacher and he
chose a school of twelve. To be sure He taught the multitudes but the
twelve were His training school. And He was careful to select men,
who, apparently, were not rigidly indoctrinated. Indoctrination is the
very opposite of education. It is a method, similar to that of foot-
binding, the aim of which is to obstruct growth by imposing arbitrary
limitations. The Pharisees were dogmatists, professors of the cate-
chism. Jesus was a revealer, bringing to the light the fundamental
principles of life and truth. A great principle coming into realization
in the mind is a divine revelation from God and stimulates growth and
activity. The catechism is a man-made device for fixing the groove
along which the mind must run, the mind of man that is ordained to
freedom by the touch of God to sweep the infinite fields of truth. It
was because Jesus proclaimed universal principles of truth that con-
flicted with the conventional doctrines of his day that he became the
hated heretic.

Jesus led His disciples into direct contact with the human needs they
were to serve. He showed them, first hand, the task and he set them
at the task, Himself being their leader.

The little group of twelve, augmented frequently by many others,
gave a fine field for social interaction and just the opportunity Jesus
needed to train them in true social relationships. The grouping was
natural and it had all the freedom of a normal society.
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TRAINING IN THE DEMOCRACY OF JESUS 273

Thus, in the method of Jesus, three essential principles seem to have
been involved: first, a natural field for social instruction was provided
in the group life; second, the universal moral principles of life were
taught inductively and in a direct laboratory method; third, the learners
were trained in their task, not for it. This has the atmosphere of a pre-
sentation of the modern theory of educational psychology. It is, in
fact, the very embodiment of the best we are thinking in educational
methods today. Let us see if it may apply to the church school. Here
we have the youth before us. We are thinking of our task as that of
training them in the Democracy of Jesus. Following His method, we
have to deal with them in the group for the sake of having a field for
social inter-action; second, to reveal to them the truth as to the signifi-
cance and obligations of life; and third, to train them for service by
actually training them in service. We therefore find ourselves facing
a threefold task designated under three heads, organization, curriculum
and service.

First, then, what of the organization of the group of young people
in the church school? If we are to produce socially-minded individuals,
experienced in the democracy of Jesus, we must have a democratic
organization, not an autocratic nor a bureaucratic one. From the days
of the birch-rod school, discipline has proceeded upon the theory that
the first necessity, the prime virtue, the sine qua non, is that the child
shall obey. And, too often, we have meant, by obedience, submission
to an arbitrary, external authority. Student government is yet in the
experimental stage and has met with success or failure in accord with
the good or bad manner in which it has been projected. But it is a
move in the right direction, though it is yet looked upon with grave
suspicion by some bureaucratic school boards and autocratic superin-
tendents. Where is there any experience in democracy in the official
regulation of the average school or college in which the students have
their laws handed down to them, written on tablets of stone, if not
from above yet from overhead, laws for the government of those who
had no voice in the legislation ? And we imagine we are training leader-
ship for a democratic society! How many are the college professors
who would rather be prophets of a better day instead of mere priests
for an economic class, but who tremble in their shoes daily under the
sovereignty of a board of trustees, some of whom were elected to office
because of resources other than mental! Here is a vital principle that
applies to all education in democracy. It is left to the church to be
the pioneer in this field and here is where the church schools, unham-
pered by class and political paralysis, may teach our great public educa-
tional system the nature and method of its supreme function.

Working out this principle of democratic organization in the church
school means that we are to deal with the group not so much with the
view of imposing discipline as of training in self discipline, not of gov-
erning the group from without but of teaching the group self-govern-
ment. Autocracy is based upon the law of obedience to ulterior author-
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274 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

ity, democracy upon obedience to self-constituted authority. Each
group, especially from .the adolescent age upward, must become a self-
conscious, self-regulating, self-obeying society in so far as this pr in-
ciple can be worked out practically among immature individuals. There
will be some blunders, some short-comings, some frictions, with an
occasional melodramatic episode, but the co-operation and the self
discipline achieved will not be a superimposed artificially, it will be the
pupil's own and he will carry this as his t rue equipment into the larger
society in which he is to live. You can have perfect autocracy but not
perfect democracy. W h e n a method becomes as sure as a machine it
is undemocratic. Finally, as to organization, the group must be led to
see its social mission in community and world service. I t must adopt
its p rogram and work out its task in the line of a social achievement.

Now, as to the curriculum. T h e church school is a "bible" school.
T h e Christian bible is the one great book in religious education for it
is the history of the religious education of a people. A s Jesus is at
the center of the Christian faith, so is His gospd the core of the church's
teaching. And it is the gospel of Jesus more than the gospel about
Jesus tha t concerns us . If we a re going to teach the gospel of Jesus
we will have less to say about the human Christologies advanced by
the Fa thers and more about the divine humanology as taught by Jesus
Himself. The message of Jesus and the world program it projects will
form the basis of our curriculum of studies. And the facts of the liv-
ing, healing, saving Christ at work in the world today will hold a place
of equal importance with the facts of the Gallilean ministries.

If Jesus led his disciples out to see and to answer the needs in the
world of their day, would H e not, as well, lead our youth to know the
world of this day and to adjust themselves constructively to i t? T o
recognize this is to see that the curriculum should embody studies that
will achieve this end. I t will be a growing, changing curriculum, ever
in the process of adjustment to the need, in place and in time. I t will
not find its 'chief vir tue in unpedagogic uniformity, nor will it have as
its slogan, "Everybody studying the same lesson at the same t ime."
I t will seek to avoid violation of the recognized laws of educational
psychology, which is only "God's method for learners."

A curriculum that pays more heed to the geographical location of
ancient Gomorrah, than to that of modern Manila or Singapore will
not do. Most teachers know that the Jordan river flows through Pales-
tine but fewer of them know that the Ganges runs through the richest
valley on the earth, open now for economic development, wherein lives
t h e world 's most spiritually minded race ready to hear of the Oriental
Jesus. If we are training youth to be Christians in a world of politics,
industry, social needs, mass-movements and economic organization, we
must help them to know not only the teachings of Jesus but the com-
plex social situations to which they are to be applied. The program
of teaching will therefore include Bible study, teaching methods, recrea-
tional methods, modern missions, life service, church methods, social
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TRAINING IN THE DEMOCRACY OF JESUS 275

and economic problems, community service and world democracy.
Some of these subjects will, of course, be dealt with in a very elemen-
tary manner with the youth, and a sufficient body of literature adapted
to this purpose is now at hand to make a good beginning. We shall
not afflict ourselves with reactionary "immobilitis" for fear we are
getting away from the study of the Bible, but we shall go straight to
the task of translating the gospel into the language of capital and
labor, politics and trade, society and government.

We have considered the organization and the curriculum. A few
years ago we should have stopped here, but not now. There is another
step and it is fully coordinate with these first two. If we were attempting
merely to impart information the curriculum would do that to a large
extent. But, our aim is to produce a generation of youth who will live
righteously, act socially and serve their day with insight and devotion.
Therefore, we must give training in expressional activity, providing
the youth experience in service in a world program. They wiil learn
by doing. It has been estimated that we remember about one tenth
of what we hear and about nine tenths of what we do. The principle
that demands a graded curriculum will have coordinated with it the
principle that demands a graded program of service activity. The
student at the piano becomes a musician, not by reading a history of
music nor by going into ecstacy at hearing a symphony, but by diligent
labor in the simple art of striking the right note at the right time. We
become Christians by actually doing the Father's will.

The young child's service activities will necessarily be chiefly within
his normal circle of experience, the home life. As he grows older the
program will broaden so as to reach out into his school and community
life and as soon as possible he must be led to contemplate his world
wide obligations. The young people will have a program of service
that will embody the whole Church project of building a world democ-
racy upon the principles of Jesus. And they will be encouraged to
take up tasks of leadership in church, community, home'and foreign
missions and education, Sunday-school work, boys and girls clubs,
Scout troops and recreational programs for needy communities.

The sad truth is that we sometimes train up a youth in the church
school and fail to set him at a ta'sk of service. This is the unpardonable
sin, the sin against the holy spirit of youth which is ever so eager to
realize its ideals. In our later years we attain to that state in our re-
ligious culture in which we find it quite easy to possess ideals without
the divine urge to achieve them. We invoice them on various occa-
sions and enumerate them at prayermeeting, but how hardly, after the
youthful fire for realization burns low, will we dare to die for them!
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